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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS SREF.VS 

SUBJECT: VIETNAMEXE REFUGEES IN DISTRESS AT SEA 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED REPORT OF TEN SHIPS EACH 

WITH ABOUT 200 VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ON BOARD IN DINGAPORE 
WATERS WHO ARE IN DISTRESS AND PLANNING VOYAGE TO 
REFUGEE CENTER IN TWAIWAN OR GUAM. 

2. ACCORDING TO OUR REPORT THESE SHIPS, THE "SAIGON I, 

"VUNG TAU260", "WINQUATT", OF S. KOREA, "LONG HO", 

HUU NGHI, AND OTHERS LEFT SAIGON ON APRIL 29 AND 
ARRIVED OFF SINGAPORE MAY 4. ONLY A FEW REFUGEES 
ALLOWED TO LAND TEMPORARILY AT NIGHT TO PURCHASE FOOD 
BUT OTLD MUST SAIL FOR ANOTHER PORT. HOWEVER, 

REFUGEES UNABLE , AS OF AFTERNOON MAY 5, TO PURCHASE ANY 
SUPPLIES. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PARIS 13327 241220Z 

3. REFUGEES HAVE RUMOR OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEE CAMP IN 
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TAIWAN AND PLAN TO SAIL THERE. COURSE WILL FOLLOW 
INDONESIAN AND PHILIPPINE COAST. IF THEY NOT PERMITTED 
TO LAND IN TAIWAN, REFUGEES WILL THEN TRY TO SAIL TO GUAM 
OR WAKE. 

4. REFUGEES REPORTEDLY REQUESTED ADMISSION INTO FRANCE 
WHILE IN SINGAPORE BUT RECEIVED NO ANSWER. 

5. SEVERAL GROUPS OF REFUGEES HAVE ARRIVED IN FRANCE 
FROM SINGAPORE AND GOF IS GIVING PRIORITY TO REVIEW OF 
APPLICATION THERE TO DETERMINE WHICH REFUGEES ARE 
ELIGIBLE FOR ENTRY INTO FRANCE UNDER FRENCH CRITERIA. 
RUSH 
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